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Shiva Panchaakshara Stotram 

Attributed to Adi Shankaracharya, Shiva Panchakshara Stotram 
is a prayer to Lord Shiva based on panchakshara mantra 

‘namah shivaaya’. This mantra occurs in Sri Rudram which is a 

prayer from Krishna Yajur Veda. In this stotram composed of 
five verses each syllable of the mantra is imbued with 

meaningful metaphors that describe the form and glory of Lord 

Siva. Each verse also ends with the devotee’s prostrations to 
the Lord. A sixth verse known as phalashruti gives the benefits 

one might expect to have from recitation of this mantra. In his 

talk Sri DhiraJi will elaborate on the meaning and significance 
of Shiva Panchakshari Stotram.  
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